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UPCOMING EVENTS

November December
2022

Saturday: 12th November 2-4pm
St Andrews Hall, 172 Hinemoa Street

‘The Birkenhead Country Women’s
Institute 1948 – 2012’
Presented by: David Verran
This is our end of year event, with a special
afternoon tea, and raffle prizes to be won.

The Auckland Heritage Festival events in
Birkenhead in October drew crowds to
the amazing circus theme on 15th Oct.,
A very busy and successful day.

2023 events will be held monthly on
the 2nd Saturday - Starting in February
Sunday Farrington House Museum
Open 2-4pm 2nd & 4th Sunday
February through to November
44 Mahara Ave., Birkenhead
Due to a small number of volunteers
the Museum remains closed over the
summer school holidays period.

Visits may be arranged by prior appointment.

Farrington House Museum opened
Sat. & Sun. 12 to 4pm. On 8-9th
October attracted 100 visitors.
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Auckland’s Annual Heritage Festival 2022
programme rolled over from 2021
events cancelled due to ongoing Covid
Your editor was invited to lead the advertised walk:

‘The Wonderfully Romantic W.F. Hammond’
To fulfil the title I needed to research to understand
the background of our well respected local resident
of Birkenhead. I found 3 reasons to support the title.
The first, the interesting background to his
family’s summer home Raven Hall, reminding me
of romantic Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte.

Our local W.F. Hammond was the son of
William Henry HAMMOND, J.P. of Raven
Hall, near Scarborough, Yorkshire, England. He
died 1885, aged 84years, he had a large family..
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William Henry Hammond bought up hundreds
of acres of moorland outside Scarborough, and
built the summer house of 59 bed-rooms,
which he called Raven Hall.
W. H. Hammond quickly became a prominent
local benefactor in Ravenscar - he built the
village church, the windmill and during the
latter part of his life he became obsessed with
the Scarborough to Whitby railway line. As a
Director of the building project, it was only
natural that a station should be built at
Ravenscar - however, he did insist that as the
line passed his 300 acres of property, that it
should disappear under a tunnel. (This was
built, with extra costs of £500.)

History reveals in 1763 a Captain William
Childs of London became owner of a Yorkshire
Alum Works. In 1774 the property, known as
Peak Hall was built, nearby Ravenscar a
scattered hamlet of farm buildings overlooking
Robin Hood’s Bay.

Much later Raven Hill was converted to a
hotel, a golf course was added, soldiers and
Servicemen were billeted there, - dates are not
given, but may have occurred during both the
1st & 2nd War with the absence of paying
guests. Raven Hill remains a Hotel at the
In 1829 the property passed to his daughter Ann present time, in North Yorkshire.
Willis and husband Dr Willis, they became
It seems a number of members of the
wealthy from treating King George III and
Hammond family took their chances in the
various other Royals throughout Europe,
Colonies, they had sufficient financial backing
including the Queen of Portugal. Their property
to be able to buy land and provide homes for
and wealth passed to Ann’s son the Rev. Willis.
their families. A relative in Australia wrote
However his wealth was quickly squandered, the
there were wealthy uncles who provided an
eccentric Rev. Willis built extensive terraced
income, one is quoted as being a Director or
hanging gardens, and went gambling in
part owner in the P&O Shipping Line and
Doncaster. He lost all his money in horse and
provided his nephew with free passage to and
louse racing! (Suggested to be woodlice or
from England.
slaters by a local Entomologist.)
W.F. Hammond and family left England in
In 1845 William Henry HAMMOND became
1864, naming his local Birkenhead property
the owner after he foreclosed on its mortgage.
Raven Hill, and his in-law’s home was named
We are told by McClure (1) W.F. Hammond’s
Highbury, the names remain in our local area.
father was a London auctioneer. His London
house was ‘Highbury’ in Highgate – a 3-storied (1) Story of Birkenhead by Margaret
mansion filled with Turkish carpets, mahogany McClure 1987 (for Birkenhead Centennial.)
and rosewood furniture..
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We do not know about W.F. Hammond’s
finances however McClure (1) records for the
Birkenhead Centennial ‘he was an architect
and surveyor, - an able man. He was an
associate of the Royal Institute of British
Architects, a member of the Haberdasher’s
Guild’ – (a Merchant’s Guild – which
supported charities). He ‘held the Freedom of
London’, (which entailed holders to be a
merchant in the inner Square mile of London
- approximate to the early Roman settlement
of London). Locally he became President of
the Auckland Institute of Architects. He drew
fine maps, and etchings, and he published a
book of devotional verse.
Sadly W.F.Hammond’s 1st wife Rebecca died
very suddenly of apoplexy in 1877, (which
we would call a stroke or sudden brain
haemorrhage or clot) which caused her
unexpected death when in the company of
some lady friends. A doctor was quickly
summoned but nothing could help. The
funeral was held, and a photograph was taken
of William Hammond and his 9 children in
mourning clothes.
Hammond’s ideals of womanhood were
typical of a Victorian gentleman. – It is
recorded that on a surveying expedition in
1877 ‘he had met and fallen in love’ with the
step-daughter of Mr. Forgham, and his wife
Mary’s daughter, Annabella Alston. The
Forghams had built a home. and were
farming not far from Birkenhead at Lucas
Creek, (a small creek close to Albany) access
by boat in the 19th century, prior to roads.
‘He was inspired at first sight by
Annabella.by her piety and decorum.’

The romantic W. F. Hammond recorded
“In the evening I had the pleasure of being in
their society and I was charmed with the
... ways of Annabella. I saw in her at one
gentle
glance the culture of a Christian lady, I
readily catching her glance as I talked with
her mother on my favourite subject of the 10
tribes of Israel....”
William Hammond kept a diary of his
courtship with Annabella, illustrated with
pen and ink drawings. In it he extolled the
fine influence a wife could be:
“Woman’s influence can keep a Man from
wrong and raise him to pure tastes, as a basis
upon which she may root her affections...
..Woman’s work is to aid man in building
him up into the noble character God has
shaped for him.....”
In 1879 William Hammond bought 30
acres on Birkenhead Point, ½ a mile above
Mrs Tizard, and called his estate and the
home he had built– ‘Raven Hill’. He came
as a widower, and brought his 9 children with
him to make a fresh start. W.F. Hammond
married Annabella Alston, in 1879, and they
had 5 children together.
His children from his 1st marriage found
life much more strenuous than at their 1st
home in suburban Ponsonby; in
Birkenhead they cut firewood down in the
gullies, and carried it up steep hills, and
helped to clear, dig and plough the estate.
The boys walked to Stokes Point (Northcote
Pt.) each day to accompany their father to the
ferry and returned home with his horse, then
took another trip to meet him in the evening.
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Raven Hill, Birkenhead.
Hammond designed and planned his own home
and laid out the grounds for Raven Hill. There was
only one other house in the locality at that time,
Mrs Tizard's. He later drew up a subdivision plan
for the property, the 30 acre estate was subdivided
in 1889. Three acres were planted out in
ornamental trees and orchards. The advertisement
for Raven Hill‘s subdivision romantically ‘extols
the charms of Birkenhead heights...’. ‘Home sites
with purest air within a few minutes of Queen St.
The view for extent, variety, and beauty is
unsurpassable. Atmosphere most pure and
bracing.’ (1)
Annabella’s parents, came to join her on the ridge
opposite Zion Hill Church. Hammond designed the
home and later a 2nd home nearer the wharf, named
Gloster, after Mr Forgham died in 1882 The
Forgham’s home named Highbury was later
occupied by Annabella and their family.
William Francis Hammond played a significant
role in the development of Birkenhead.
He surveyed Northcote and Birkenhead areas,
created many subdivision plans, agitated and
instigated the provision of roads, improving access
to what became Highbury. He raised funds and
built St. Peters the Anglican Church for Chelsea
sugar workers, designed the 1st Wesleyan
Methodist octagonal church built 1880, for 70
people, (named Zion Hill by Presbyterian Rev.
Andre McCallum.) In 1880 he had a footbridge
built over the creek at little Shoal Bay – cutting a
mile off the walk to Stokes Point Wharf.
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He negotiated with the Boards of Waste Lands for the
provision of land for a park and cemetery, and with
the Harbour Board for construction of the first
Birkenhead Wharf 1882, providing access to city
markets. The Hammond maps, and the subdivisions
plans remain in the same state today. Some later
further subdivided, and both private and commercial
buildings have been developed on the sites he drew.
He set the foundations for the village it is today.
William Francis Hammond died 1907, 77yrs,. his
wife Annabella Findlay (bn. Alston c1847) died 12th
December 1922 aged 75 years. Their graves lie in the
Northcote Birkenhead Anglican Cemetery.
Compiled from a variety of local resources, and internet
search re Raven Hall in the U.K.

The 1946 Chevrolet (ex Army Bus) used for the
Heritage Festival tours in Birkenhead 15th October.
***

We remember Queen Elizabeth 2nd Died 8th September 2022, at Balmoral.
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St. Peter’s Church designed by
W.F. Hammond
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W.F.
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Posters by Erica Hannam displayed in Farrington House
during the recent October 2022 Auckland Heritage Festival
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The Story of Chelsea Sugar Works
Poster created for Farrington house. :
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The Story of Chelsea Sugar Works
1885 - 1886
While the factory was being constructed, workers lived in a shantytown,
60 tents near the lower part of the creek.
In 1886, these were replaced by Chelsea Village on Colonial Road,
a collection of smaller homes for factory workers and their families.
These thirty-five wooden cottages were known as Chelsea Village and were built on
Hutton (Huka) Road before the refinery opened in September 1884.
Over the next few years, they also built an infant’s school room, a reading room,
a store, and St Peter’s Anglican Church.
However, the wooden housing structures were very damp, and by
1905 they had been condemned and demolished.

Chelsea Sugar Refinery, Birkenhead, 1885 Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections B0061

Workmen’s cottages built by the Colonial Sugar Company for refinery employees.

Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections B0062

Editor: Marcia Roberts
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